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The Order of St. Andrew 


HERE was a man portrayed in the 

Gospels who never came into the 

limelight, or whatever corresponded 
|i i111 to limelight in his day. He was the 
first one of the Twelve Apostles mentioned in 
the Fourth Gospel and one of the first named 
in any of the gospels, but he never gave himself 
any airs because his name stood thus early on 
the roll of honor. He was essentially a quiet 
man. When Peter was talking as he generally 
was, when John was leaning on the breast of 
Christ as he frequently did, when Judas was 
plotting against his Master and making himself 
forever conspicuous and notorious, this quiet 
man, whose name was Andrew, remained some- 
where in the background, loyal, faithful, useful, 
but modest in the extreme. , 

When you think of Andrew it is hard to re- 
call on the instant anything special in regard to 
him except that his name appears in the list of 
the Twelve Apostles just as every man’s name 
appears in the City Directory whether he is any- 
body in particular or not. As a matter of fact 
we are told just three things about this quiet 
man. First of all he brought a man in every 
way abler than himself to Christ. 

“The next day after John stood and two of 
his disciples and looking upon Jesus as He 
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walked he said, Behold, the Lamb of God! The 
two disciples heard him speak and they followed 
Jesus. One of the two which heard John speak 
and followed Him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother. He first findeth his own brother 
Simon and saith unto him, We have found the 
Messiah; and he brought him to Jesus.” 

The record here declares that Andrew was the 
first one of the Twelve to discover and believe 
on Christ. Andrew had been a disciple of John 
the Baptist. One day he heard John say as 
Jesus of Nazareth passed by, “The Lamb of 
God.” And upon that Andrew followed Christ 
to His lodging and spent several hours with 
Him. He became convinced that Jesus was the 
Messiah. He found a certain peace and joy in 
believing on and in holding fellowship with this 
One whom John called “the Lamb of God.” 
And once convinced he could not rest until he 
had shared this profound experience of divine 
help in his own soul with another. He found 
his own brother, Simon Peter, and brought him 
to Christ. 

Now Peter was a man of unusual force. He 
was competent to take the center of the stage, 
and he did take it. Somehow the other disciples 
deferred to Peter and as a man of action he be- 
came their leader. He was a man effective in 
public speech—he preached a sermon on the 
Day of Pentecost which converted three thou- 
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sand men. He was destined to impress himself 
conspicuously upon the history of Christianity. 
The most famous church 1n all the world is not 
St. Andrew’s, or St. John’s, or St. James’—it is 
St. Peter’s at Rome. But this man Peter, des- 
tined as he was to stand in the public eye 
through all the succeeding centuries, was 
brought to Christ by Andrew, the quiet man. 

Here is work cut out for many of us! We 
have no St. Peter in this church—not a man of 
us could preach a sermon that would convert 
three thousand men in a day. We have no St. 
John—there is not a mind among us possessed 
of such rare spiritual insight. We have no St. 
Paul—not a man here could write such a hymn 
of Christian love as that found in the thirteenth 
chapter of Corinthians, or such a tribute to 
divine grace as that contained in the eighth 
chapter of Romans, or such an argument for 
Christian liberty as that found in the letter to 
the Galatians. We are lacking in material to 
furnish the world any such apostles as these. 
But Andrew is here and Andrew’s wife, with 
the other members of his household. The quiet 
_people by their consistent Christian walk and 
conversation, by their fitly chosen and faithfully 
spoken words bringing others to Christ, who 
may in time become useful along lines which 
they themselves could never have approached— 
these quiet Andrew-like Christians are here with 
us. 
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“And he brought him to Jesus,’ John says. 
It is a brief, simple tribute, but it holds praise 
enough for any man. The “him” was Peter, 
but if it had been a man meager in ability, still 
the words would have contained high praise. 
It is an honor indeed to actually introduce some 
one to the transcendent helpfulness of Jesus 
Christ. The whole Christian world is different 
because Andrew did that for Peter, and some 
section of it would be eternally different if you 
should bring any one of your acquaintances to 
Christ. 

It is the way the kingdom began to grow and 
it has grown mainly along these same lines ever 
since. Andrew found Christ and then found 
Peter and brought him to Christ. Philip found 
the Messiah and then found Nathaniel and 
brought him. One Christian man firmly per- 
suaded that he has found the true method and 
spirit of life commends it to another and wins 
him to the same fundamental allegiance. No 
ecclesiastical machinery ever devised can take 
the place of that personal touch. The dragnet 
today as in the days when Christ spoke His par- 
able gathers every kind, bad and good, and there 
must come a sorting out before the net result 
can be ascertained. The wholesale methods of 
doing Christian work, the grand aggregation 
meetings conducted by the professional evangel- 
ists attract some and repel many, they do good 
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and they do harm, for discriminating men have 
to sit down upon the shore at last and balance 
the losses against the gains. But this personal 
touch of life upon life intelligently and lovingly 
directed to the winning of others to Christian 
service yields results which do not need to be 
discounted. And the great beauty of it is, one 
does not need to be a Moody, a Finney or a 
Wesley, a Peter, a James or a John, in order to 
render this service. Andrew, the quiet man, or 
any good woman who has caught Andrew’s 
spirit can do it and do it well. 

Let me make plain what I mean by bringing 
anyone to Christ. It is no empty perfunctory 
act having to do simply with inducing another 
to pronounce a certain theological shibboleth or 
to formally assume certain ecclesiastical rela- 
tions. Suppose that I discover some school girl 
who by her sketches and drawings reveals the 
fact that she has in her the making of an artist, 
though her ability as yet is all wild, rough and 
untaught. Suppose I bring her to Keith, and 
that Keith in addition to his ability to spread 
upon canvas pictures which are destined to rank 
among the great landscape paintings in the gal- 
leries of the world, had also time to take pupils. 
Suppose that the very sight of capacity in that 
uninstructed girl would cause his whole artistic 
nature to move out in glad welcome and in read- 
iness to aid in the unfolding of her capacity 
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into splendid efficiency. How much it would 
then mean for me, even though I might have 
no power whatever to paint pictures myself, to 
thus bring such a pupil to Keith. This sug- 
gests what it means for any spiritual nature to 
be brought to Christ, to be put into such per- 
sonal relations with him as a disciple, a pupil, 
a learner, in the life which is abundant and 
eternal as to assure him a glorious destiny. 
Quiet people can do this and when they do it 
they belong to the real Order of Saint Andrew. 

In the second place Andrew discovered the 
resources of a boy. “‘When Jesus saw a great 
company come unto Him He said, Whence shall 
we buy bread that these may eat? Philip 
answered Him, Two hundred pennyworth of 
bread is not sufficient for them that everyone 
may take a little. Jesus said unto them, How 
many loaves have ye? Go and see. One of 
His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, 
said unto Him, There is a lad here who has five 
loaves and two small fishes, but what are they 
among so many?” 

When Jesus stood on the shores of Galilee 
with the hungry multitude before Him, He thus 
called upon His disciples to furnish Him some 
basis upon which His power might work for the 
feeding of that company. “How many loaves 
have you? Go and see.” They .went to see 
what they could find and presently Andrew re- 
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ported the presence of a boy with five loaves 
and two small fishes. “But what are they 
among so many?” he remarked. When they 
were put into the hands of Christ it turned out 
that they were a great deal among so many. 
And so the boy with his five loaves and two 
fishes, brought along for his lunch there in the 
open air, really held the key to the situation, and 
it was Andrew, the quiet man, who discovered 
him and brought him out. 

“There is a lad here,” Andrew said, not half 
realizing what an important thing he was say- 
ing. Any situation is important and promising 
if there is a boy at the center of it and Jesus 
Christ making his approach. To discover and 
bring out with the aid of the Lord Christ the 
resources of a boy is a task sufficiently great for 
the noblest disciple. 

“There is a lad here,” the father says as he 
looks around his home and into the face of what 
will be as the years come and go in great meas- 
ure a little copy of himself. In deciding upon 
his personal habits and his mode of speech, upon 
his duty toward public worship and his line of 
conduct in his business relations, he is com- 
pelled to remember the presence of the boy. He 
must live in such a way that his influence will 
help to bring out and consecrate and multiply 
the moral resources of that boy. This is what 
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true disciples are doing in all the genuinely 
Christian homes in the land. 

“There is a lad here,’ the Sunday School 
teacher says in preparing the lesson or in going 
about ringing certain door bells, in praying alone 
over some particular member of the class or in 
sitting down for the lesson hour! There is a 
boy here, restless, thoughtless, oftentimes mis- 
chievous and apparently inattentive, but if the 
teacher can somehow induce that boy to conse- 
crate his powers to Christian ideals and help 
train him in Christian living, it will be a reward- 
ing effort. If he can discover to the Master 
the resources of that boy it will be work grand 
enough to enlist the powers of a man as great 
as Peter, James and John, Philip, Bartholomew 
and Andrew all rolled into one. Here was this 
boy on the shores of Galilee brought out by An- 
drew and presently finding that his modest re- 
sources were being related by the hands of 
Christ to the needs of a whole multitude. And 
the boy has come down through the ages en- 
couraging thousands of people to put their mod- 
est abilities into the hands of Christ in hearty 
consecration. One can hardly estimate the sig- 
nificance of what Andrew did when he brought 
that boy to the attention of Christ. 

“There is a lad here,” the minister says to 
himself when he enters his pulpit. The boy 
may be up in the gallery somewhere wriggling 
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around as if he were an eel dressed up in jacket 
and knee-breeches to come to church. Well and 
good—if the Lord had not meant boys to wrig- 
gle around more or less He would have made 
them different. We are all grateful clear down 
to the ground that the boy is there. When we 
come to think of it those solid men who are 
bishops and bank presidents, captains of indus- 
try and university professors, were all wriggling 
around somewhere thirty or forty years ago. 
We are glad the boy is there and the minister, 
the choir and all hands must take hold together 
to help bring out the spiritual resources of that 
boy. They must undertake to cultivate within 
him a sturdy plant of reverence, of honest pur- 
pose and of real love for the things that are 
high and clean. The final outcome may some 
day astonish the world as much as did the results 
achieved by the use of that boy’s five loaves and 
two small fishes there on the shores of Galilee. 

Some of you have probably worshiped in the 
old Mount Vernon Church, Boston. It was 
formerly Dr. Kirk’s church and it stands on 
Ashburton Place, a little side street only a block 
long. It was my privilege to know intimately 
the pastor of that church and he has related 
many times a certain incident in its history. The 
Church Committee was to meet one evening to 
talk with those who wished to unite with the 
church. One Christian business man saw a 
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thick-set young fellow of seventeen looking 
about as if he was not quite sure what he want- 
ed to do. This man spoke to him pleasantly 
and asked him if he would not like to go in and 
meet the Committee. The young man had been 
hesitating but the friendly interest of this older 
man decided him, and in he went. 

But he was a good deal embarrassed—there 
are people who feel that to meet the minister 
and the deacons is quite an ordeal, not realizing 
that ministers and deacons are just human be- 
ings like the rest of us. This young fellow 
could not tell what he thought and felt very 
readily, but he did manage to say that he wished 
to live a Christian life and be known as a fol- 
lower of Jesus Christ. He answered the ques- 
tions of the deacons in an uncertain way and 
then passed out. Some of the Committee hesi- 
tated a little about propounding for membership 
one who seemed to have so much to learn about 
the Christian life, but they finally did it. T’he 
dear old men are nearly all dead now and they 
must smile up in heaven somewhere if they 
know what has taken place since, for the boy 
was Dwight L. Moody, the greatest evangelist 
of the nineteenth century. He made his first 
confession of Christ in old Mount Vernon 
Church, Boston, and if that church had never 
done anything else except discover the spiritual 
resources of that one boy it would have paid for 
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itself for all time to come. And the words of 
that quiet Andrew-like business man spoken to 
the boy that night helped him to reach a deci- 
sion. 

In the third place Andrew introduced some 
strangers to Christ. “There were certain 
Greeks among them that came up to worship at 
the feast. The same came to Philip and de- 
sired him, saying, Sir, we would see Jesus. 
Philip came and told Andrew; and again An- 
drew and Philip told Jesus. Jesus answered 
them saying, The hour has come that the Son of 
Man should be glorified. Except a grain of 
wheat fall into the ground and die it abideth 
alone, but if it die it bringeth forth much fruit. 
He that loveth his life shall lose it, but he that 
loseth his life for My sake shall find it. And TI, 
if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
men unto Me.” 

When Christ was lifted up he began to draw 
“all men,’ Greeks and Romans, Englishmen and 
Frenchmen, Germans and Americans, Chinese 
and Japanese, unto Him. It is an age-long, 
world-wide moral process which is here an- 
nounced. And it seems to have been initiated 
by the work of Andrew, the quiet man, who first 
introduced these Greeks to Christ. 

“We would see Jesus’—that was what the 
strangers said; that is what strangers all say 
when they face toward the church on any Sun- 
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day. They may say it in a less direct way— 
the actual words on their lips may be “We wish 
to hear that choir which people say is one of the 
best anywhere in the west. We wish to hear 
that great congregation sing and to hear the 
pastor preach.” But behind and underneath 
their words the spiritual natures of all these 
people are saying what the strangers said—“We 
would see Jesus.” And when they come to the 
church the first person they meet is Andrew, the 
usher. He is there to quietly introduce them to 
the service, to see that they are pleasantly greet- 
ed and comfortably seated and put in a position 
to enjoy the hour. It is a high office to rightly 
introduce strangers to the benefits of a church 
service. 

But in order to really introduce strangers to 
the full helpfulness of the service the Order of 
Saint Andrew must be much larger than the 
mere body of faithful ushers. Every man, 
woman and child, who belongs regularly to the 
church and congregation, ought to regard him- 
self as the host or hostess of those who are the 
church’s guests for the day. It is part of our 
service of worship to aid in introducing all those 
who come, whose names and whose personal 
needs we do not know, to Jesus Christ, who 
does know them all. When you enter the 
church and see some strangers waiting to be 
seated do you ever stop and ask one or two of 
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them to go with you to your pew? It would be 
wise for each family to have one or two more 
seats in the pew than would suffice for the 
members of the household so as to be ready to 
extend this Christian hospitality. We would 
not think of providing just enough of chairs in 
our dining rooms to sit down ourselves with 
never an extra chair in the house so that we 
might occasionally ask a friend to come in and 
break bread with us. And in our whole atti- 
tude toward the strangers who come we are to 
be like Andrew who brought those Greeks and 
courteously introduced them to Christ. 

It ought to be said that this friendliness 
should be reciprocal—well-bred people when 
they receive the hospitality of a home do not 
bolt out as if they were going to a fire the mo- 
ment thay have swallowed the dinner with no 
word or look of courteous appreciation for the 
host. Well-bred people in visiting a strange 
church are likewise observant of the amenities 
of civilized life. And wherever this Christian 
courtesy is graciously extended and graciously 
received it is productive of much good. It is 
no small thing this work of Andrew, for people 
once introduced to the helpfulness of a service 
of worship or better yet introduced to Christ 
Himself are put in the way of being as greatly 
blessed as were those ancient Greeks. 
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Some years ago that godly man, Dr. George 
Mooar, who for eleven years served as the first 
pastor of this church, had in his employ a Chi- 
nese servant. His wife not only asked the Chi- 
naman to cook the beefsteak and to wash the 
dishes, she invited him to go to church. She 
did it in such a way that he came and then her 
husband’s preaching and his gracious life at 
home and her own attitude toward this stranger 
who had come to our shores led him to become 
a Christian himself and to unite with this church. 
He developed so rapidly in Christian life and 
thought that he was advised to study for the 
ministry. He did so and was ordained. He is 
now pastor of the Chinese Congregational 
Church in San Francisco, numbering a hundred 
and fifty members. He has a Christian home 
and a Christian family. His five sons and his 
daughter are an honor to their father’s name, 
and an honor to the cause of the Master whom 
they also serve. 

His name is Jee Gam, and he has been for 
years the honored and trusted interpreter in the 
courts on both sides of the bay, enjoying to the 
full the confidence and esteem of judges and at- 
torneys. His usefulness has reached far, for in 
his ministry many other Chinese have been con- 
verted to Christ. One of these, Joe Jet, was in 
turn ordained to the Christian ministry and is 
now at work in his own land winning his fellow 
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countrymen to the same life of Christian service. 
We cannot estimate the wide significance of the 
kindness of that quiet Christian woman who in- 
duced the Chinese cook to attend her husband’s 
church and thus aided in winning him for the 
Master. Andrew brought the foreign Greeks 
to Christ and the modern members of the Order 
of Saint Andrew are following in the same path. 
They are candidates for that rich blessing sug- 
gested in the words of the Saviour—‘“Come ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you; for I was a stranger and ye took 
Me in.” 

How beautiful the simple story of this quiet 
man’s life! We are only told these three things 
about him in the scripture, and in each case the 
narrative covers only a few verses. And yet 
modest as he was, how wide his interests were 
and how significant the simple service he ren- 
dered! He began with his own household—he 
brought his abler and more distinguished 
brother to Christ—for all religious activity be- 
gins at home, though it does not end there. He 
then discovered the resources of a boy—he took 
an interest in children, as good men and women 
are always doing, and the world has been a bat- 
ter place to live in because of the service of 
Andrew in that field. His heart went out to the 
strangers who were aliens from the common- 
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wealth of Christian privilege and he began 1 
bring them to Christ. 3 
And the glory of it is that we may a 
with him in the honor and blessing whi 
tach to such a life. You are not able t 
Peters or Johns, or Pauls, but you may a 
long to the Order of Saint Andrew. You 
all serve the spiritual interests of your 
households and do something to discover 
spiritual resources of the children and by yot 
gifts, your prayers and your personal servi 
help to bring the strangers and foreigners 
know Christ. And in rendering that feas 
service we may all belong to the Order of S; 
Andrew and share in the rich blessings 
stowed upon him by the Master. 


January 5th, 1910. 
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